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ELECTRICITY • SECTION 5 SERIES AND PARALLEL CIRCUITS 

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t 
©

 H
o

u
g

h
to

n
 M

if
fl 

in
 C

o
m

p
an

y.
 A

ll 
R

ig
h

ts
 R

es
er

ve
d

.

Vocabulary STUDENT RESOURCE PAGE 5.1 
INFORMATION SHEET

parallel circuit a circuit that provides 
more than one possible path for current 
to follow
 Electrical devices in a parallel circuit 
are on different branches of the circuit. 
This allows current to continue fl owing 
to some parts of the circuit when 
no current fl ows to other parts. The 
electrical outlets in your home are wired 
in parallel circuits. 

series circuit a circuit that provides only 
one possible path for current to follow
 Electrical devices in a series circuit 
are connected one after the other. If one 
part of the circuit stops working, current 
can no longer fl ow. This causes all parts 
of the circuit to stop working.
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