
 ENERGY AND MATTER • SECTION 4 EXPANDING AND CONTRACTING

Name Date

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t 
©

 H
o

u
g

h
to

n
 M

if
fl 

in
 C

o
m

p
an

y.
 A

ll 
R

ig
h

ts
 R

es
er

ve
d

.

contract to become smaller; to 
shrink or take up less space
 When something contracts, 
it becomes smaller because the 
particles that it is made of come 
closer together. When a gas cools, 
it contracts.

expand to become larger; to spread 
out or take up more space
 When something expands, 
it becomes larger because the 
particles that it is made of spread 
out more. When a gas is heated, it 
expands.

pressure the amount of force 
pressing on something
 Air is made of particles that 
have mass. As air particles strike 
objects, they exert pressure. The 
faster the particles move, the more 
pressure they exert. Also, the more 
particles there are in a certain 
area, the greater the pressure will 
be in that area.
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