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ROCKS, EROSION, AND WEATHERING • SECTION 7 WEATHERING CHANGES ROCKS 
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Observing Physical Weathering STUDENT RESOURCE 7.3
ACTIVITY SHEET

1 What happens when the sandpaper “weathers” the pencil?

2 What happens when the eraser “weathers” the writing on 
the paper?

“Weathering” with Chalk and Salt

Record your observations before and after stirring the salt with 
the chalk. In each column, describe the colors, shape, and surfaces 
of each material.

Chalk Salt

Before

After stirring 
for 5 minutes

3 Which is softer, chalk or salt? How can you tell?
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