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precipitation Water or ice that falls 

from clouds.

Precipitation can fall as rain, snow, 

sleet, hail, or freezing rain. The type 

of precipitation depends on the air 

temperature.

rain gauge A tool to measure rain.

Rain is measured by how many 

inches deep it is in the rain gauge.

water cycle Evaporation, condensation, 

and precipitation, over and over again.

Water is always moving through the 

water cycle.
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