
LESSON 1   The Three States of MatterUNIT B • CHAPTER 4 9
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Water
Water is a liquid. The 
molecules in a liquid 
slide past each other 
but stay close together. 
They do not form a 
regular pattern.

Ice
Ice is a solid. The 
molecules of a solid 
are packed together in 
a regular pattern. They 
vibrate back and forth 
in place.

Water Vapor
Water vapor is a gas. 
The molecules of a gas 
are not arranged in 
any pattern. They move 
rapidly and do not stay 
close together.
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