
C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

H
ou

gh
to

n 
M

iff
lin

 C
om

pa
ny

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Level 5/Unit 3Name

I’m Thinking 
of a Word

Spelling
Game

Use: For use with Unit 3.

Players: 2 teams of 2–3 players each 

You need: Unit 3 Basic Words written individually on small pieces of paper,
a hat or another container, paper and pencil for keeping score 

How to play: Teams take turns drawing a Basic Word from the hat and
creating clues for the word. The other team guesses and spells the word.

1. One team draws a word from the hat. Team members work together to 
create two clues for the word, using these directions:

• Clue 1: I’m thinking of a word that a [person/occupation] might
[say/do/use] if [describe the situation].

• Clue 2: I’m thinking of a word that rhymes with [rhyming word].

2. The team presents the clues one at a time. If the opposing team guesses
the word based on the first clue only, they get two points. If they need two
clues, they get one point. They get two points for spelling the word correctly.
Teams keep track of points together.

3. Play continues until all Basic Words have been drawn from the hat. At the
end of the game, the team with the most points wins.
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