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Dear Family,

Your child is now learning how to add 2-digit numbers. Children
will first do this with methods they invent themselves. Research has
shown that children take pride in using their own methods.

Math Expressions then shows children two methods for 2-digit
addition, but children may use any method that they understand,
can explain, and can do fairly quickly. We will show these
methods in class.

The “big mystery” in adding is making a new ten or a new
hundred. Children can write this new group in several ways.

Children usually find it easier to write the new ten below because
then they add the new ten last. They add 4 � 2 � 6 and then 
6 � 1 � 7.

Traditionally, most children have learned to write the new ten
above. With this method, you add 1 � 4 � 5 and then 5 � 2 � 7.
This is more difficult for many children, but some children may
still choose this method, particularly if they have been taught to
do so previously.

Thank you for helping your child learn mathematics.

Sincerely,
Your child’s teacher
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Find total tens. Find total ones.
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New ten

Find total ones. (13) Write 3 and put the
new ten in the tens column ready to add.

Add the tens. (4 � 2 � 6, 6 � 1 � 7)
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