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Hands On: Add and Subtract 
Fractions
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When the denominators are the same, just subtract the 
numerators.
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 1.   8
 _ 

12
   -   3

 _ 
12

   =  2.   7 _ 
9
   -   4 _ 

9
   =  3.   3 _ 

6
   -   1 _ 

6
   = 

Add. Use fraction tiles to help.

 4.   2 _ 5   +   2 _ 5   =  5.   1 _ 
8
   +   5 _ 

8
   =  6.   1 _ 

3
   +   1 _ 

3
   = 

 Writing Math Rachel subtracted   6
 _ 

12
   from   6

 _ 
12

   and got   6 _ 
0
  . 

What did she do wrong? Explain.

Subtract. Use fraction tiles to help.
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