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Name Date 

Problem-Solving Application: 
Use Equations
Use the questions to help you solve.

1. Walker Elementary has a dog-wash for charity. The students charge $12 to wash each 
dog. By noon they have washed 8 dogs. How many more dogs do they need to wash to
reach their goal of $250? 

Problem
Solving

12.5

What information do you have?

What information do you need to find?

Write an equation to help you solve the problem.

Does your answer make sense?

Should you round your answer up or down? Why?

They have washed 8 dogs 
at $12 each, and they want to earn a total 

of $250; I need to find 
the number of dogs they still have to wash.

(8 � $12) � (n � $12) � $250

Yes; If they wash 13 more dogs—
or 21 dogs in all—they will earn $252.

$96 � (n � $12) �
$250, n � $12 �

$154, n � �
$
$
1
1
5
2
4

� � 12 R10; I would round up 
the answer because they want to earn at
least $250 and cannot wash a fraction of a
dog. They need to wash 13 more dogs.

2. Walker Elementary students sell baked goods. Three loaves of banana bread have been 
cut into 9 slices each. If all of the banana bread sells, it will bring in $12.15. 
What is the cost per slice?

$12.15 � 27 � p, $0.45 � p; The banana
bread costs $0.45 per slice.
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