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Problem
Solving

6.5Problem-Solving Strategy: 
Guess and Check
Problem Trinity is thinking of two numbers. The product 
of the two numbers is 36. The sum of the two numbers 
is 15. What are the two numbers?

1. What do you know?

2. What strategy can you use to help you solve the problem? Explain how.

3. Use the table to make guesses and check your guesses. If you need more
workspace, use a separate sheet of paper.

4. What two numbers is Trinity thinking of?

Numbers

Product

Sum

First Guess Second Guess Third Guess
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�
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The product of the two numbers is 36.
The sum of the numbers is 15.

Guess and Check; I can guess two
numbers. Check to see if they are
correct. If not, continue until I find the
numbers that work.

Answers will vary

12 and 3

5. How did you choose which numbers to use as your first guess? 

I chose two numbers that had a
product of 36.

76274-P-06-L1-L7  2/6/03  1:04 PM  Page 5


