
Problem Solving: Solve a Simpler
Problem

Solve each problem.

 1. Joe’s cat is 6 years old. Wanda’s 
cat is 12 years old. How much older 
is Wanda’s cat than Joe’s cat?

 3. Ellen goes riding on her horse 3 
miles out and 3 miles back. She 
does this 3 times each week. How 
many miles does she ride her horse 
weekly?

 5. The animal shelter has 120 dogs, 
rabbits, and cats. There are 45 dogs 
and 32 rabbits at the shelter. How 
many cats are there?

 2. Pedro walks his dog twice a day. 
He walks her for 15 minutes in the 
morning and 25 minutes in the 
evening. How many minutes does 
he walk his dog each day?

 4. Al’s family has a dog, 3 cats, a 
billy goat, and 2 parakeets. Rose’s 
family has 3 more pets than Al’s 
family. How many pets does her 
family have?

 6. The animal shelter is open from 
9 A.M.–12 noon and 1 P.M.–5 P.M. 
on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. It is open from 9 A.M.–12 
noon on Saturday. How many hours 
is it open each week?
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